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FOREWORD. 


BY 


Sri Swami Shraddhanand Ji Maharaj 


The name of Rishi Dayananda, the great all-round reformer 
and the moulder of the present activities'in India, is a hovsehold 
word not only in the land of his birth, but in the whole of the ctvi- 
lised world. His teachings ate contained in the SATYARTH 
PRAKASH.-an encyclopaedic work of religious information and 
definition of true Dharma. That book deserves to be translated in 
all languages of India in the first instance and of the world after- 
wards. | 


Mr M.R. JAMBUNATHAN has rendered great public 
service in giving a Tamil translation of the same to the central 
portion of the Madras Presidency. It is a pity that Hishi Dayananda 
had no time to tour throughout Madras on his religious mission ‘as 
he was enabled to do in the Punjab, the United Provinces, Bengal, 
Bombay and Poona. It is now the duty of his disciples to promul- 
gate his teachings in places where the darkness of blind faith stil! 
rules supreme. | 


I hope the Tamil speaking portions of Madras will appreciate 
the Translator’s services and will enable him to continue his well 
begun work. 


eh 1995. SHRADDHANAND SANYASI 


Editor “SWADESAMITRAN 
(Tamil Daily & English Weekly) 


AND 


Member, Legislative Assembly, D elhi. 
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Tn weluitiiien the introduction of this Magnum Opus ‘of 
Swami Dayanand Saraswati tothe Tamil :World I am performing a 
function whicn is. superfluous in many senses, but is perhaps 
necessary in one sense. That is, that the wholly rationalistic view 
of the Vedic religion which Swami Dayananda Saraswati incul- 
cated incessantly, during his life has formed the basis of an-exposi- 
tion of Hindu religion that would be a useful solvent. at the present 
time in the variety of doctrinal and eommunal differences that 
abound in South India. The Satyarth Prakash wil! present to the 
Aryans and Dravidians of the South a view of the ancient religion 
of this land, free on the one hand from the animistic practices 
of ancient customs that have-formed accretions of the Hindu faith 
in the South, and on the other hand free from the elaborate ritual 
and ceremonial combined with doctrinal and caste prejudice, that 
have marred the philosophic and_ spiritual beauty of the Aryan 
faith, ‘and ‘that ‘stand ‘in the Way of the full natural develapment.of 
the national and social structure of the Jand. The way by which 
Swami Dayananda, the great Vedic scholar and the renowned 
austere sanyasin, was able to cut through the mass of bigoted 
faiths and traditions and the array of elaborate sophisms and 
dreary discussions, is indicated by him in the simple words of his 
introduction as follows :~ 


' INtRObUCrron Ti 


2 have expounded truth as truth and error as error, The exposition of - 
error in place of truth and of truth in place of error does not constitute 
the unfolding of truth.” } 


With this beacon light for hisguide, Swami Dayananda has 
examined in the Satyarth Prakash, the fundamental principles of 
Vedic or Aryan teligion and of the other great reilgions; and the 
impartiality and honesty with which he has performed his task is 
indicated by him in the same Introduction in the following words;- 


“We have incorporated in this book whatever is truein all religions and 
in harmony with their highest teachings, but have refuted whatever is 
false in them. We have-exposed to the view of men-learned or other 
_wise-all evil practices whether resorted to secretly.or openly. This will 
: help our readers to discuss religious questions in a spirit of love and 
embrace the one true religion. Though we were born in Aryavarta (India) 
and still live in it; yet justas we do not defend the evil doctrines and 
practices of the religions prevailing in our own country, on the other hand 
expose them properly, in like manner we deal with alien religions. 
“We treat the foreigners in the same way as we treat our own -country- 
men in recognition of common humanity. It behoves all the rest:to act 
like wise. Had we taken the side of one of the prevailing religions of 
India we would have but followed (blindly) the example of sectarians who 
extol defend and preach their own religion and decry, refuteand check 
the progress of othercreeds. In our opinion however such things are 
beneath the dignity of man. 


Should a man act like an animal which when strong oppresses the weak 
and even puts them to death, he is more an animal than a man. He 
alone can fitly be. called a man. who being strong protects the weak.. He- 
that injures others in order to gain his own selfish ends can only be > 
called a big animal.” 


It is unnecessary to say that the Swami beleived in the religion 
of the Vedas, but that has not meant in hiscase the denunciation 
of other faiths. While he has subjected the Vedic religion as 
a in the Puranas and Tantras and other like books to 

a rational and destructive criticism, which bigots might deem 
merciless if not profane, he has not hesitated to accept truths found 
imbedded in the Buddhist and Jain religions as well asin the 
Christian and Mohamedan religions merely because he was not a 
beleiver in any of these religions taken asa whole. On sucha 
rational basis Swami Dayananda Saraswati examines and lays 
down the truth of the Aryan faith ashe understood it not only in 


as . INTRODUCTION 


relation to man’s’spiritual needs but also to his material and moral 
needs in the world into which he is brought into being. Indeed, 
the religious books of the Vedas as of the Hindus treat all parts of a 
man’s life as well-as of cosmogony as inter-related. He therefore 
deals with the life ofa typical Arya or Hindu as he deduces it 
from the true and sound maxims of the Vedas and the omrithies 
wherever they are applicable, 


The ordinary Aryan’s life of the four ashrams of a 
charya, Grihasta,. Vanaprastha and Sanyasa, the basis. of the 
Rajadharma or the science of government, the doctrines laid down 
as to the knowledge of Godhead and the means of attaining 
thereto, and the steps by which the knowledge that dispels 
ignorance can be used toattain emanciption from the bondage by 
which through ignorance and sin we are kept in the toils of 
Samsara, are all dealt with in the first ten chapters with a 
simplicity and directness and yet withal free from the cobwebs of 
intellectual wristling and superstitious reverence, that ought to be 
welcome to many an enquiring mind in South India at the 
present moment. | } 


Ite is this that makes the work of my friend Mr. M. R. 
Jambunathan particularly welcomeand I would commend it to 
the Tamil Nadu with all sincerity and humility. 


June 1925. } 4. RANGASWAMI IYENGAR. 
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